Suprasellar and intrasellar paragangliomas.
Neoplasms of the sellar region are entities with a large differential diagnosis. Although paraganglionic cells have not been demonstrated in the pituitary or adjacent structures, the existence of sellar region paragangliomas is well-documented. To elucidate, in this area the nature of these unusual tumors is relatively difficult. Clinical history, physical examination, radiographic investigation as well as intraoperative gross observation are the same as those of sellar meningioma or pituitary adenoma. Immunohistochemistry, using neuroendocrine markers and electron microscopy are the two definitive diagnostic methods to differentiate among these entities. The clinical management, the possible pathogenesis of the tumor, the importance of immunohistochemistry in making the diagnosis and the clinical outcome of these patients are discussed.